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Criterion Poor 

0-1 
Novice 

2 
Proficient 

3 
Outstanding 

4 
Content Lacks 

development 
& focus, I can 
see some of 
your thinking 
OR cannot 
understand 
your thinking. 

Some focus is 
present. I can 
understand 
some of your 
thinking.  

Topic is 
somewhat 
focused.  I can 
understand 
most of your 
thinking. 

Topic is focused 
and fully 
developed.  I can 
clearly understand 
your thinking.  

Organization Not clear. Some 
indication of 
meaning. 

Clearly written 
with main ideas 
present. 

Coherent and well 
organized; main 
ideas are easy to 
distinguish.  

Academic 
Writing 
Standards 

Many errors, 
or non-
appropriate 
language (IM 
talk, etc). 

More than 2 
spelling or 
grammar 
errors. 

1 or 2 spelling 
or grammar 
mistakes. 

Accuracy in 
spelling and 
grammar. No 
mistakes. 

Explanation (if 
applicable) 

Shows 
limited 
understanding 
of concepts. 

Shows basic 
understanding 
of concepts. 

Shows good 
understanding 
of concepts. 

Shows excellent 
understanding of 
concepts. 

Accuracy (if 
applicable) 

Math is 
incorrect, 
explanation 
lacks clarity. 

Math is not 
fully correct, 
explanation 
lacks clarity. 

Math is correct 
with detailed 
explanation. 

Math is correct 
with clear and 
detailed 
explanation.  

 
 
 


